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Faculty ΣΑΚΕ School of Humanities and Social Sciences 

Programme of Study BIHII Bioethics - Healthcare Ethics 

Module BIHII615 Palliative Care and Geriatrics Ethics 

Level of Study Undergraduate Graduate                         Master                      Doctoral 

                                               X 

Language of 
Instruction  Greek 

Mode of Delivery  Distance 

Module Type Required Elective 

  X 
 

Number of Group Consulting 
Meetings Total Physical 

Presence Online 

 4 0 4 
 

Number of Assignments 2 

Final Grade Calculation Assignments     Weekly Activities    Final Exam 

 30%                            10%                     60% 

Number of European Credit Transfer 
System (ECTS) 10 

 
Module Description 

The module Palliative Care and Geriatrics Ethics aims at a critical understanding of the ethical, 

clinical, social and institutional dimensions of the care of persons living with serious, chronic, 

life-threatening or progressively deteriorating illness, as well as of elderly individuals with 

complex health and care needs. The module approaches palliative care not exclusively as end-

of-life care but as a comprehensive, person-centred and interdisciplinary approach aimed at 

the relief of pain and suffering, the improvement of quality of life and the support of the patient 

and their family. Within the framework of the module, core issues are examined such as the 

assessment and management of pain and symptoms, the psychosocial and spiritual dimension 

of care, communication with the patient and their loved ones, end-of-life decision-making, 

respect for autonomy, consent, advance directives, the proportionality of therapeutic 

interventions and the ethical dilemmas surrounding the withdrawal or withholding of treatment. 
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Particular emphasis is placed on the care of the elderly (geriatric care), with reference to 

ageing, frailty, dementia, multimorbidity, care dependency, loneliness, loss of functionality and 

the need for coordinated healthcare and social support. The module highlights the significance 

of human dignity, justice, equality of access, non-abandonment of the patient and care as an 

ethical relationship. In parallel, the role of healthcare professionals, carers, the family and 

institutions in the provision of palliative and geriatric care is examined. The objective is for 

students to understand the contemporary international principles of holistic and person-centred 

care, to develop ethical sensitivity towards illness, ageing, dependency and the end of life, and 

to be able to critically analyse the bioethical dilemmas that arise in environments caring for 

elderly and seriously ill persons. 

 
Pre-requisite Modules 

BIH511 History of Moral Theories 

BIH512 Human Rights and Theories of Rights 
 

Co-requisite Modules 

  
 

Grading Scheme 

Assessment Method Percentage on Final 
Grade Workload 

  Hours ECTS 

Weekly Interactive Activities 10% 12.5–15 0.5 

Weekly Study 0% 125–150 5 

Assignment 1 15% 37.5–45 1.5 

Assignment 2 15% 37.5–45 1.5 

Final/Repeat Examination 60% 37.5–45 1.5 

Total 100% 250–300 10 

Grading Rules and Assessment Methods 
Students are evaluated with 9, if they earn 90% of the possible grade, i.e. 90%*10=9, etc. Passing rate: 50% of the 
Assignments; 50% of the Interactive Activities. Students are allowed to participate in the final exam of a Module if 
they have overall earned the minimum grade (≥ 50%) in both their Assignments and Interactive Activities. 50% of 
the Final exam. If a student earns a grade with decimal points, then it is rounded to the nearest half unit. 
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