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Module Description

The module Neuroethics is an elective module common to both concentrations and concerns
a very vibrant research field addressing issues with consequences of an unprecedented
intensity and scope for society and for the ontology of human existence. These are, specifically,
issues raised by developments in the field of Neuroscience and the various technological
applications of the latter. The intensity and scope of these issues is due to the particular
relationship that the brain has with concepts fundamental to the human being, such as thought,
free will, responsibility and the very concept of the person. Our neuro-technological capacity to
observe and intervene in brain functions, as well as to connect the brain with machines or to

construct synthetic brains, constitutes correspondingly a capacity for intervening in the content
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of the aforementioned concepts, or even for their complete negation. The anticipated expansion
of neuro-technology into almost every aspect of our lives may transform the structure of society
and the functioning of its various institutions, simultaneously raising a series of crucial ethical,
legal and political questions. In response to these issues, a heterogeneous group of
researchers and thinkers from various fields of science and human thought — including
Neuroscience, Philosophy (primarily Moral Philosophy and Philosophy of Mind), Medicine
(primarily Psychiatry and Neurology), Psychology, Law and Political Science, Artificial
Intelligence and Sociobiology — join forces, constituting a very dynamic interdisciplinary
programme of both theoretical and thoroughly applied character: the programme of

Neuroethics.

Pre-requisite Modules

Co-requisite Modules

Grading Scheme
Assessment Method I;i:’intag 2 em Workload

Hours ECTS
Weekly Interactive Activities 10% 12.5-15 0.5
Weekly Study 0% 125-150 5
Assignment 1 15% 37.5-45 1.5
Assignment 2 15% 37.5-45 1.5
Final/Repeat Examination 60% 37.5-45 1.5
Total 100% 250-300 10

Grading Rules and Assessment Methods

Students are evaluated with 9, if they earn 90% of the possible grade, i.e. 90%*10=9, etc. Passing rate: 50% of the
Assignments; 50% of the Interactive Activities. Students are allowed to participate in the final exam of a Module if
they have overall earned the minimum grade (= 50%) in both their Assignments and Interactive Activities. 50% of
the Final exam. If a student earns a grade with decimal points, then it is rounded to the nearest half unit.
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