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Module Description

The module Introduction to Clinical Ethics is compulsory and occupies a prominent position in
the programme's content. Its aim is to familiarise students with the basic principles of clinical
ethics and their impact on hospital care, the physician-patient relationship, the currently
dominant principle of patient autonomy and its critique, the principles of beneficence and justice
within the framework of a set of principles of deontological origin. It addresses issues that those
involved in clinical practice frequently encounter, such as the provision of information and
informed consent for matters concerning the patient, the decision-making process, euthanasia,
and the patient's advance directives in cases of inability to communicate with the treating
physicians. Students will become acquainted with the basic concepts of autonomy and
beneficence, as well as with instances of their conflict within the framework of clinical ethics.

Informed consent will be understood in terms of its pivotal significance for the shift of clinical
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ethics from the Hippocratic beneficence model to the contemporary model of clinical ethics that
gives priority to patient information and decision-making. Euthanasia will be analysed in terms
of its problematic nature, which renders it a still 'heated' area of debate in the bioethical and
legal context. Students will also encounter communitarian-virtue ethical theories and
consequentialist-utilitarian approaches, which have gained increasing influence of late. The
need for bioethical education of physicians in order to cope with dilemmas in clinical practice,
and the role of bioethics consultants in this regard, will be highlighted. Finally, human rights as
the foundation of clinical ethics will be emphasised. Assignments at the end of the module will
set dilemmas simulating the role of clinical physicians in the hospital environment in

cooperation with consultants.

Pre-requisite Modules

Co-requisite Modules

Grading Scheme
Assessment Method I;i:’intag 2 em Workload

Hours ECTS
Weekly Interactive Activities 10% 12.5-15 0.5
Weekly Study 0% 125-150 5
Assignment 1 15% 37.5-45 1.5
Assignment 2 15% 37.5-45 1.5
Final/Repeat Examination 60% 37.5-45 1.5
Total 100% 250-300 10

Grading Rules and Assessment Methods

Students are evaluated with 9, if they earn 90% of the possible grade, i.e. 90%*10=9, etc. Passing rate: 50% of the
Assignments; 50% of the Interactive Activities. Students are allowed to participate in the final exam of a Module if
they have overall earned the minimum grade (= 50%) in both their Assignments and Interactive Activities. 50% of
the Final exam. If a student earns a grade with decimal points, then it is rounded to the nearest half unit.
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