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Call for Papers

The Menander Redivivus research team invites proposals for the international conference
“Performing Menander Today”, which will be held at the Cyprus Theatre Museum (Limassol,
Cyprus), on 17-18 April 2027.

This event forms a core part of the Open University of Cyprus research project Menander
Redivivus: New Comedy on the Modern Stage, which is dedicated to the study of Menander -the
most prominent representative of Athenian New Comedy (342-291 BCE)- and his reception in
modern theatre. The project seeks to identify, document, categorize, and make freely available
online evidence of modern performances of Menander’s plays. The international conference will
bring together classicists, theatre scholars, graduate students, theatre practitioners, and all those
interested in the reception of New Comedy to foster dialogue between philology, theatre studies,
and performance practice.

The conference encourages interdisciplinary approaches and welcomes contributions from
scholars at all career stages. as well as theatre practitioners.

Confirmed Speakers

Dr. Antonis K. Petrides (Open University of Cyprus)

Dr. Chris Vervain (Artist, Theater Practitioner, Researcher)

Prof. Elisabetta Matelli (Universita Cattolica del Sacro Cuore)
Annachiara Benedetta Formica (Universita Cattolica del Sacro Cuore)
Dr. Francesco Paolo Bianchi (University of Insubria)

Kiki Argyrou (Cyprus Theatre Organisation)

Dr. Kyriaki A. Toannidou (Open University of Cyprus)

Dr. Leonardo Fiorentini (Universita e-Campus)

Dr. Magdalena Zira (Fantastico Theatro / Open University of Cyprus)
Paul O’Mahony (Out of Chaos Theatre)

Dr. Stavroula Kiritsi (California State University, Sacramento)

Dr. Tommaso Suaria (University of Lisbon)

Prof. William Furley (University of Heidelberg / ICS London)

Abstract Submission

Abstracts may be submitted in either English or Greek and should include:
e Title of the proposed 20-minute paper.
e Abstract (must not exceed 300 words).

Five keywords

Short biographical note (150 words).

Institutional affiliation.

Email address.


https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmenander.ouc.ac.cy%2F&data=05%7C02%7Ckyriaki.ioannidou3%40ouc.ac.cy%7C59e4946d95f6428e846608de85cf1cfa%7C2e0d0b8246f747dcaac6ad637a92519b%7C0%7C0%7C639095321741223620%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=yzjUIiGnxMjjzIuPNLeVEy6Z8NcazC%2FZXRnyvWo4pHE%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmenander.ouc.ac.cy%2F&data=05%7C02%7Ckyriaki.ioannidou3%40ouc.ac.cy%7C59e4946d95f6428e846608de85cf1cfa%7C2e0d0b8246f747dcaac6ad637a92519b%7C0%7C0%7C639095321741223620%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=yzjUIiGnxMjjzIuPNLeVEy6Z8NcazC%2FZXRnyvWo4pHE%3D&reserved=0

Submission deadline
Please send abstracts as PDF attachments to kyriaki.ioannidou3@ouc.ac.cy by Tuesday, 1°
September 2026.

Topics may include (but are not limited to)

Modern productions of Menander’s plays (complete or fragmentary)
Performing fragments: dramaturgical reconstruction and creative strategies
Translation and adaptation of Menander for the modern stage

Reception of Menander in contemporary theatre and performance culture
Reconstruction of lost plays: methodologies, limits, and creative interventions
Audience reception and the recontextualisation of Menander today

Menander in education, public engagement, and digital humanities
Scenography, costume, and embodiment in staging Menander

Comparative approaches: Menander and modern comic/theatrical traditions

10 The role of fragmentary comedy in contemporary performance
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Provisional Programme

e Paper presentations (20-min. followed by discussion)

e A practical workshop on scenography, by Andy Bargilly.

e A practical workshop on acting and directing, by Paul O’Mahony (Out of Chaos,
London).

o Roundtable discussion with theatre practitioners on Evis Gavrielides’ productions
of Menander for the Cyprus Theatre Organisation (Dyskolos, 1985; Samia, 1993 &
2012; Epitrepontes, 2003)

Publication

Selected papers will be considered for publication in a peer-reviewed edited volume arising from
the conference. After the event, the Organising Committee will contact the respective presenters
with editorial guidelines for submission.

Registration Fee
There is no registration fee. Participation in all conference activities is free of charge.

Travel and accommodation

Travel and accommodation expenses cannot be covered by the organisers. However, information
about accommodation and transport options will be made available, and we will be happy to assist
participants where possible.

Venue
The Cyprus Theatre Museum
Panos Solomonides 8, 3032, Limassol - Cyprus
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https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmaps.app.goo.gl%2FLAg9jwidvMebuSGJ9&data=05%7C02%7Ckyriaki.ioannidou3%40ouc.ac.cy%7C59e4946d95f6428e846608de85cf1cfa%7C2e0d0b8246f747dcaac6ad637a92519b%7C0%7C0%7C639095321741264654%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=p8Uwht4lYQs1HdGL2nhErsYYmv46sKA4djqyYLzQNZA%3D&reserved=0

For further information, please contact the organisers at kyriaki.ioannidou3(@ouc.ac.cy.

We are looking forward to welcoming you in Limassol!

The international conference is co-organised by the Open University of Cyprus and the Cyprus
Theatre Museum as part of the research project Menander Redivivus: New Comedy on the Modern

Stage.
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